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Energy and Environment

nergy demand in the united States and all over the world is increas-
eing at a dramatic rate, but instead of enacting policies to increase
the supply of energy, Congress has been working to restrict it. Policies
aimed at curbing global warming, such as reducing carbon dioxide emis-
sions and subsidizing renewable energy sources, will do little to affect
the environment and a lot to increase the price of energy for American
families.

the most alarming idea Members of Congress are proposing is cap
and trade, which would limit man-made greenhouse gas emissions by
capping allowable emissions. electricity producers, petroleum refners,
and natural gas distributors would have to obtain permits, called “allow-
ances,” from the federal government for every ton of Co, emissions
they produce. Since these allowances carry a price, cap and trade is
really just an energy tax of historic proportions that will result in income
losses, job losses, and mounting debt—all for a negligible difference in the
earth’s temperature.

America is one of the few nations in the world to put known domes-
tic supplies of oil and gas off limits to exploration. harsh restrictions
aimed at protecting the environment place oil, coal, and natural gas out
of favor. Yet despite a large effort by Congress to transition to renew-
able energy sources through taxpayer-funded subsidies, renewable
energy still provides only a small fraction of America’s energy needs.
And because of bad government policy, no companies have committed
to build new nuclear power plants for over three decades, even though
nuclear energy is America’s only reliable and emissions-free source of
large quantities of energy.

u.S. energy policy should rely on market forces and on the private
sector’s research and development capabilities to provide Americans
with affordable energy. traditional supplies can be delivered and new
supplies can be created through the private sector, rather than through
mandates, regulations, and subsidies ordered by government. it is
important for the u.S. to keep the global marketplace for energy open
and ensure private sector innovation. - "1

“Heritage “Foundation,

LEADERSHIP FOR AMERICA

23









AddITIONAI RESOURCES

The Heritage Foundation’s Energy and Environment Web Page
http://www.heritage.org/LeadershipForAmerica/energy-and-environment.cfm

Stuart M. butler and Kim r. holmes, “twelve Principles to guide u.S. energy Policy,” heritage
Foundation Backgrounder no. 2046, June 26, 2007, at http://www.heritage.org/Research/
EnergyandEnvironment/bg2046.cfm

david W. Kreutzer, Karen A. Campbell, William W. beach, ben Lieberman, and nicolas Loris, “the
economic Consequences of Waxman-Markey: An Analysis of the American Clean energy and
Security Act of 2009,” heritage Foundation Center for Data Analysis Report no. 09-04, August 6,
2009, at http://www.heritage.org/Research/EnergyandEnvironment/cda0904.cfm

ben Lieberman, “Five things Congress and the President Are doing to bring back
Sky-high gas Prices,” heritage Foundation WebMemo no. 2587, August 13, 2009, at
http://www.heritage.org/Research/EnergyandEnvironment/wm2587.cfm

nicolas Loris and ben Lieberman, “Cap and trade Sold under False Pretenses,” heritage
Foundation WebMemo no. 2528, July 8, 2009, at http://www.heritage.org/Research/
EnergyandEnvironment/wm2528.cfm

Jack Spencer and nicolas Loris, “Five Free Market Priorities for a nuclear energy renaissance,”
heritage Foundation WebMemo no. 2475, July 9, 2009, at http://www.heritage.org/Research/
EnergyandEnvironment/wm2475.cfm

HERITAQE EXpPERTS

RS
L) Z

Ben Lieberman David Kreutzer, Becky Norton Ariel Cohen, Karen Campbell,
Ph.D. Dunlop Ph.D. Ph.D.

26 iSSueS 2010 ¢ The Candidate’s Briefng Book


http://www.heritage.org/Research/EnergyandEnvironment/bg2046.cfm
http://www.heritage.org/Research/EnergyandEnvironment/bg2046.cfm
http://www.heritage.org/Research/EnergyandEnvironment/wm2528.cfm 
http://www.heritage.org/Research/EnergyandEnvironment/wm2528.cfm 
http://www.heritage.org/about/staff/benlieberman.cfm
http://www.heritage.org/about/staff/DavidKreutzer.cfm
http://www.heritage.org/about/staff/DavidKreutzer.cfm
http://www.heritage.org/about/staff/ArielCohen.cfm
http://www.heritage.org/about/staff/ArielCohen.cfm
http://www.heritage.org/about/staff/BeckyDunlop.cfm
http://www.heritage.org/about/staff/BeckyDunlop.cfm
http://www.heritage.org/about/staff/karencampbell.cfm
http://www.heritage.org/about/staff/karencampbell.cfm

